(Lond.) ; f.r.c s (Eng.)
The epidemic of malarial fever which spread over a large part of Lower Bengal in the period comprised between the years 1850 and 1875 excited an immense amount of controversy while it lasted, yet it may be safely asserted that in spite of the numerous theories which were put forward to account for the phenomena witnessed, no complete and satisfactory explanation of the epidemic considered as a whole has ever been propounded. Nor is this surprising when it is considered that at the time of the controversy the prevalent ideas with regard to the nature of malarial fevers were of the vaguest kind and the existence of the malarial organism was not then discovered, and it was not until a considerably later period that any attention was directed to it in India.
In the course of my recent (1) The distribution and spread of the disease may be such that it can only be explained on the ground that the disease is carried from place to place by human intercourse.
(2) Specific instances where there is strong evidence of the disease having been infectious.
There is abundant evidence of the first class, the only difficulty being in the selection of quotations from the reports of the various medical men who have written on the subject. Thus Dr. French, after recording his opinion that the disease was an intense form of malarial fever, which local conditions were insufficient to account for, writes: "There is one thing certain about the fever, it progresses steadily, although slowly; in some years it has come east and south-east, regularly west and northwest ; it has followed like a rolling wave the chief roads and lines of communication ;
and it is steadily going on to the west and north- 
